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CAESAR, B.G. 2.8 

In October, 1912, Mr. C. R. Jeffords, of the Boys' 
High School, Brooklyn, wrote me as follows: 

I was much interested in the review of T. R. Holmes, 
Caesar's conquest of Gaul 2 , by Professor Dennison 
(The Classical Weekly 6.30-3 1 ) . I have never been 
able to understand how the words in Caesar, B. G. 2.8, 
ab utroque latere eius collis transversam fossam obduxit, 
can be interpreted to fit the map generally given to 
illustrate this part of Caesar's narrative. That map 
represents the trenches at one end of the hill. Aside 
from the wording of the description, it seems odd that 
these trenches should extend in front and in back of the 
right flank, as usually represented, instead of in front of 
both left and right flanks. If you have a copy of Holmes's 
book handy, I should be obliged for information as to 
how the new map on page 71 represents these trenches. 

In some way this letter was mislaid, and did not come 
to light till lately. On looking up the map, and 
comparing (or, rather, contrasting) it with Caesar's 
words, I found myself sharing Mr. Jeffords's doubts. 
In one of the most recent editions of Caesar, that by 
Dr. A. L. Hodges (Macmillan, 1905), the map is given 
in connection with the text, on page 95, without 
comment. The single comment in the Notes on the 
map (pages 317-318), however, shows that Dr. Hodges 
was troubled by the map: 

pro castris: the front of a camp should be the side 
towards the enemy. A glance at the plan shows that 
here no side exactly fronted the Belgian lines, but it 
seems pretty certain that Caesar meant by the front 
the part facing westward. 

Turning now to Holmes, Caesar's Conquest of Gaul 2 , 
one finds that, to face page 71, Mr. Holmes gave a plan 
labelled "Operations on the Aisne (According to Col. 
Stoffel)". But it is clear from page 73, and still more 
from pages 659-661, that Mr. Holmes did not accept 
this plan. In his annotated edition of the De Bello 
Gallico (Oxford, 1914) 1 , Mr. Holmes gives the same 
map, to face page 73, but again, on pages 74-75. he 
makes it plain that he does not accept the plan. It is 
most unfortunate that he did not, in each of his books, 
indicate clearly, on the plan itself, that it was, in his 
judgment, incorrect, and not in accord with Caesar's 
words. Many will look at a map or a plan who have 
not time or patience to read through what is said about 
it. 



I find myself in complete accord with Mr. Holmes's 
two excellent discussions of this battle, and the prepara- 
tions Caesar made for it. When will students of the 
Classics learn that, to find the meaning of a passage, 
they must, to use a scientist's term, sterilize that pas- 
sage, that is, they must first of all examine the ipsissima 
verba of the passage, without regard to what has been 
written about it? This Mr. Holmes has done. Who- 
ever does it, will conclude, as Mr. Jeffords saw, that 
there was a trench on each flank of Caesar's army. If 
Colonel Stoffel's excavations do not agree with Caesar's 
description, it is plain that Colonel Stoffel was digging 
in the wrong place. Some one who has the ability to 
draw should give us a plan of this battle based on what 
Caesar actually says. 

After writing the above, I looked at the note in 
Meusel's annotated edition of De Bello Gallico 1-4 
(= Kraner-Dittenberger". Weidmann, Berlin, 1913). 
He rejects Colonel Stoffel's view that the battle was 
fought near Berry-au-Bac (Mauchamp): 

Hat die Schlacht wirklich dort stattgefunden, wofur 
ja allerdings manches spricht, so muss man mancherlei 
Ungenauigkeiten in Caesars Bericht annehmen. 

In looking back at the sixteenth edition of this book, 
I found that as long ago as 1898 Dittenberger had 
taken issue squarely with Stoffel's conclusions, and had 
insisted that there was a trench at each side. 

Sollten die Befestigungen, welche bei den Napole- 
onischen Ausgrabungen < conducted by Colonel 
Stoffel > aufgefunden worden sind . . . wirklich 
in ihrer jetzigen Gestalt von Caes. herruhren, so hatte 
C. infolge eines Gedachtnisfehlers dieselben unrichtig 
dargestellt. 

A pleasant bit of sarcasm! The Sollten clause here 
one would turn into Latin by si forte. c. K. 



THE PLEBS URBANA IN ROME 1 

A Phase of Social Conditions in the Later Years 
of the Republic 

The history of revolutionary movements in Rome is 
practically a chapter in the history of economic delusion 
and wrong-doing. The weaker members of society, 
however essential to its welfare, suffered the delusion, 



iReviewed by Professor Lodge, in The Classical Weekly 9. 
37-39. 



1 This paper was read at the Tenth Annual Meeting of The 
Classical Association of the Atlantic States, held in the Central 
High School, Philadelphia, April IS, 1916. 
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